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Networks are always useful because...

• they enable quick processes of learning by 
exchanging ‘good practices’ 

• they enable the exchange of ‘tacit’ knowledge 
which cannot be achieved by other means.
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which cannot be achieved by other means.

But results are only achieved when networks 
work closely together on a common subject 
because ‘learning by doing’ is the most 
effective process of learning.



•Fast Track Networks focus on action
•They must go one step ahead from 

What does the Commission expect of
Fast Track Networks?
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•They must go one step ahead from 
exchange of ‘good practices’ to 
investments and implementation of 
actions and delivery of improved 
projects in each region.



What does the Commission expect of
Fast Track Networks?

•Active involvement of the Managing 
Authorities (MAs) of the relevant 
Operational Programmes
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Operational Programmes

•Concrete deliverables (Regional Action 
Plans) to feed the Operational Programmes 
with qualified and better projects 



What makes the Fast Track 
Networks different?

• New creative ideas from regions and 
from community policies are fed in and 
tested by the regions
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tested by the regions
• The Commission works in partnership: 

in RAPIDE DG ENTR is in the lead but 
DG REGIO, DG INFSO and DG RTD 
are active as well. 



What makes the Fast Track 
Networks different?

• Peer review processes are established
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All partner regions and the Commission 
discuss openly and improve together the 
projects developed.



A few Fast 
Track 
Networks:
RAPIDE, 
ERIK 
ACTION, 
B3 Regions, 
PIKE….
Additionally 
many
actions and 

7

actions and 
projects will 
be signed by 
MAs in 2010.

New: 
C2CN- cradle to 
cradle
Making Knowledge 
Happen
IMMODI, 
SCINNOPOLI



With the RAPIDE in Action Conference 
we are walking the extra mile…

• We will hear about the advance of 
RAPIDE in devising creative methods to 
bring innovative ideas to the market. 
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bring innovative ideas to the market. 
• We are closing the circle by bringing 

together the Managing Authorities in the 
regions, the project developers and the 
persons responsible for the Operational 
Programmes in DG REGIO.



Working together with DG ENTR
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http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/working/sf2000_en.htm



I invite you to register to the RFEC 
conference on 20-21 May in Brussels: 

Building Sustainable Growth
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I invite the Managing Authorities to participate in  
the symbolic signature of the RAPs

• On the 20th May in 
the morning

RAP signed by MAs
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• Join the ceremony 
attended by 
Commissioner Hahn 



Thank you for your 
attention
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attention


